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« ¢ Municipal Court Merger

Studied by Supervisors

The 100 judges of the muni-
cipal courts of Los Angeles
County this week are being
contacted to assess their think-
ing on Supervisor Kenneth
Halin’s proposal to merge the
25 Judicial Districts into nine.

Hahn reactivated the “Nine
Court Plan” before the Board
of Supervisors March 12 and
instructed the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer to report on his
consultations with the judges
within a month.

“The Chief Justice of the
State Supreme Court, the Hon.

studies toward reducing
number of districts to “nine or
ten; or even fewer.'

“That is exactly what this
proposal would do,” Hahn said.
“It would sustain the current
100 Municipal Judges in office
but increase their jurisdiction,
allowing them to hear
having a source in a wider area
than they presently have juris-
diction over.”

“It would solve the problem
of some judges being too busy

week,"”

cases

judges,”

the Municipal

the |bench only a few iimes each

he :ml

“SO FAR, at this lcgmlalwcr
session, three (Pasadena, Cit- |
ruz, Compton) bills have been |
introduced to
number of
county. Unification will clearly |
eliminate the need for (I1o<e|

increase
judges in

Hahn said

Hahn is chairman of both |
and  Superior |
Courts on the Board of Super-
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4. Ceanothus and other California natives are in
bloom now. These make excellent easy-to-care for
shrubs in the garden

To ascertain our progress.
we must learn where our af-
fections are placed and whom
we acknowledge and obey as

5. Dahlias may be planted any time now through

Phil S. Gibson, has repeatedly
endorsed the general principle
of unification of the municipal
courts of Los Angeles County,”
Hahn said.

HE. POINTED OUT that in
1960 the Municipal Court
Judges Assn, submitted to the
Bourd of Supervisors the “Nine
Court Plan.”

The Judges association stated
the proposed consolidation
would “equalize the work load
of the judges, expedite the
handling of judicial business,
and generally improve (and we
hope economize) the admin-
istration of justice in Los An-
geles County,” Hahn said.

HAHN NOTED unification
requires concurrent state legis-
lative action, and geographical
merginb of. the district by the |
Supervisors.

“Unification 1is consistent

with past and present conclu-
sions reached by experts study-
ing the Municipal Court setup
in this county,” Hahn said.

The California Joint Judicial
Committee on the Administra-
tion of Justice issued a report
in 1959 stating there was an
“excessive number of judicial
districts in Los Angeles Coun-
ty” and that “efficiency of the
Courts would be increased by
having fewer and larger dis-
tricts.”
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Boy Scout
Dual Drive
Under Way

Operation Action, a two-
pronged effort to Increase Boy
Scout membership in the Los
Angeles Area Council to 55,000,
and improve service to existing
units, goes into effect this
month.

The first phase of Operation
Action — increasing mem-
bership to 55,000—gets under-
way on the evening of March
25, when three organization
meetings will be held simul-
taneously In the local council.

The goal is for a total of 117
new packs, troops and posts
to be organized, plus 60 new
special interest Exploring
posts, before the end of the
year.,

The plan for adding boys to
already existing units calls for
each pack to have a total of 48
boys, each troop 35 boys and
each post 16 boys.

The second phase of Opera-
tion Action—improving serv-
ice to units—will be going on
at the same time as the organ-
ization of new units,

Commissioners will be meet-
ing with unit leaders in “fire-
side chats” to determine the
best ways the council and dis-
trict can support and assist the
unit in giving a boy the best
Scouting experience.

Students Named

Patricia Bryden and Cralg
Kyte, sophomores at West.
mont College in Santa Bar.
bara, have been named on the
dean's honor list for the fall
semester,
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